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Marge Becomes a Cop

The widely acclaimed animated television show The Simpsons has won many awards since the first episode aired in 1989 including major Emmy, Peabody, American Comedy, and Saturn Awards. The Simpsons use different forms of parody to get the writers point across. In the episode “The Springfield Connection,” the writers apply satire to attack gender roles in society and police corruption.

In “The Springfield Connection,” gender roles change throughout the entire cast. In the beginning of this episode, Marge shows her traditional motherly roles. She is shown in the super-market buying Sponge and Vacuum Magazine, which is were we get the sense that she isn’t happy anymore with her gender role and she’s looking for a little more adventure in her life. For example, Marge awaits as her garage door slowly lowers until the last second were she does a “James Bond” dive under the door. Another instance is when Marge is in the super-market and has a desire to ride her shopping cart down to the end of isle. 

In this episode, the writer also explores how women can have a career and still maintain their motherly roles. Not only is Marge able to be both a loving mother and a fierce police officer at the same time, but her motherly roles also help her in catching Herman and busting the counterfeit jean operation. When Marge is chasing Herman up the stairs she yells to Bart and Lisa to go to bed when their watching through Lisa’s bedroom window. She also knows were the trap door is on Bart’s tree house. This was very important to the capturing of Herman because she uses it to hit him out of the way to free Homer. When Herman uses the tree house rope as a get away, he swings the counterfeit pants over the rope to slide down to the ground, but Marge doesn’t even bother to go after Herman because she could tell that the loose stitching wouldn’t hold.

Furthermore, this episode also attacks police corruption. This episode not only used satire to illustrate fraud but also showed how being a cop alters Marge’s daily routine even when she’s off duty. Marge starts her day as a cop at Apu’s convenient store were he offers Marge a payment of two hundred dollars as a bribe. Police corruption is also encountered in this episode when Chief Wiggum assigns jobs for each officer; he puts two men on staking-out the donut shop for when a new batch is ready. He also puts two men on back up. The only real job is given to Marge, the newcomer.  At the end of the episode, after Marge busts the criminals and get the jeans back, Chief Wiggum tells her that they have to let the criminals go because of no real evidence because the police force stole the jeans. Being a cop has made Marge’s friends act differently around her. For instance, when she walks into the hair salon all-talking is ceased, because no one wants to talk about anything in front of a cop. Along with her friends, Marge also acts differently. When she walks into the salon, off duty, she hears a load “shot firing” noise and dives on the floor and pulls out her gun. 

In this Simpsons episode, many kinds of lampoon are used to show the alteration of gender roles and police corruption.  The Simpsons frequently use mockery to get their points across. This type of comedy is used to attract a broad number of watchers, which is why the Simpsons is one of the most widely acclaimed shows on television.  

